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Opening Prayer
Merciful Father, 
Thank you for inviting each of us to join in your work 
of building the kingdom of love, justice, and peace. 
Draw us close to you in prayer 
as we discern your call in our families and communities. 
Send us forth to encounter all whom you love: 
those not yet born, those in poverty, those in need of welcome. 
Inspire us to respond to the call to faithful citizenship, 
during election season and beyond. 
Help us to imitate your charity and compassion 
and to serve as models of loving dialogue. 
Teach us to treat others with respect, even when we disagree, 
and seek to share your love and mercy. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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On Religious Freedom - Dignitatis humanae (1965)
“. . .religious freedom is not only 
proclaimed in words or simply 
incorporated in law but also given 
sincere and practical application, 
there the Church succeeds in 
achieving a stable situation of right 
as well as of fact and the 
independence which is necessary 
for the fulfillment of her divine 
mission” (Pope Paul VI, no 13).
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Development of “Faithful Citizenship”

Developed by the chairmen, in consultation with the membership, of the 
Committees on: 
● Catholic Education 
● Communications 
● Cultural Diversity in the Church 
● Doctrine 
● Domestic Justice and Human Development 
● Evangelization and Catechesis 
● International Justice and Peace 
● Migration 
● Pro-Life Activities  
● the Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage 
● the Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty
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Our Catholic faith should form our politics

. . . our participation in political 
parties or other groups to which we 
may belong should be influenced 
by our faith, not the other way 
around.
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Vatican Council II’s Declaration on Religious Liberty (Dignitatis Humanae)

“. . .society itself may profit by the 
moral qualities of justice and peace 
which have their origin in [people’s] 
faithfulness to God and to His holy 
will” (no. 6).
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Pope Francis on Building the Kingdom of God

“Your identification with Christ 
and his will involves a 
commitment to build with 
him that kingdom of love, 
justice and universal peace. . 
. .You cannot grow in holiness 
without committing yourself, 
body and soul, to giving your 
best to this endeavor.”
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Pope Francis on the Call to Holiness

The call to holiness. . . requires a “firm 
and passionate” defense of “the 
innocent unborn.” “Equally sacred,” he 
further states, are “the lives of the poor, 
those already born, the destitute, the 
abandoned and the underprivileged, the 
vulnerable infirm and elderly exposed to 
covert euthanasia, the victims of human 
trafficking, new forms of slavery, and 
every form of rejection.”
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Preeminent Priority: Abortion

. . .[abortion] directly 
attacks life itself, 
because it takes place 
within the sanctuary of 
the family, and because 
of the number of lives 
destroyed.
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“. . .the relevant question is 
not which lives are more 
sacred—those of the unborn, 
the elderly, the poor, the 
migrant—but which lives 
are more direly and directly 
threatened” (Bishop Robert 
Barron, 10/6/2020).
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Equally Sacred

. . .other serious threats to human life and dignity such as 
racism, the environmental crisis, poverty and the death penalty. 

. . .we must ensure that we receive refugees, asylum seekers, and 
other migrants in light of the teachings of Christ and the Church 
while assuring the security of our citizens.
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Pope Francis Calls for 'Open Hearts' (2/17/2016)
“We cannot deny the humanitarian crisis which in recent years has meant 
the migration of thousands of people, whether by train or highway or on 
foot, crossing hundreds of kilometers through mountains, deserts and 
inhospitable zones. . .”
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Equally Sacred

. . .affirm the nature of the human person as male and 
female, to protect the family based on marriage between 
a man and a woman, and to uphold the rights of children 
in that regard. 

. . .find ways to care better for God’s creation, 
especially those most impacted by climate change - the 
poor - and protect our common home.
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St. John Paul II (Christifideles Laici, no. 37)

Church teaching is coherent and rests on a comprehensive vision 
of the dignity of the human person. . . a dignity that St. John Paul II 
described as. . . 

“manifested in all its radiance when the person’s origin and destiny 
are considered: created by God in his image and likeness as well 
as redeemed by the most precious blood of Christ, the person is 
called to be a ‘child in the Son’ and a living temple of the Spirit, 
destined for the eternal life of blessed communion with God.”
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Purpose of Faithful Citizenship

Teaching document on the political responsibility of 
Catholics, which provides guidance for all who seek to 
exercise their rights and duties as citizens. . . 

. . .the particular judgments of the document may fall at 
various points along the political spectrum, but the 
foundational principles that guide these teachings should 
not be ignored in any case nor used selectively in order to 
serve partisan interests (no. 8).
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Purpose of Faithful Citizenship

● Need for leadership that models love for righteousness (Wisdom 1:1) as 
well as the virtues of justice, prudence, courage, and temperance 

● Commitment as people of faith to imitate Christ’s love and compassion 
should challenge us to serve as models of civil dialogue 

● Strive to understand before seeking to be understood, to treat with 
respect those with whom we disagree, to dismantle stereotypes, and to 
build productive conversation 

● Bring their faith and our consistent moral framework to contribute to 
important work in our communities, nation, and world on an ongoing 
basis, not just during election season
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Purpose of Faithful Citizenship

● Seek to affirm the dignity of the human person and 
the common good of all 

● Participate in public life and contribute to the common 
good 

● Bring the richness of our faith to the public square 
● Walk with those who suffer and to work toward justice 

and healing
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Purpose of Faithful Citizenship

● Help Catholics form their consciences 

● Apply a consistent moral framework to issues facing the 
nation and world 

● Shape their choices in elections in the light of Catholic 
Social Teaching 

● Draw attention to important issues such as migration, 
xenophobia, racism, abortion, global conflict, and care for 
creation (Pope Francis).
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Four Basic Principles of Catholic Social Doctrine (no. 6)*

1. The dignity of the human person 
2. The common good 
3. Subsidiarity 
4. Solidarity 
Tune in to Deacon David’s talk on “The Seven Principles of Catholic 
Social Teaching” (10/27/2020). 

[*Source: Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 160]
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Four Questions (no. 6)

1. Why does the Church teach about issues affecting public 
policy? 

2. Who in the Church should participate in political life? 

3. How does the Church help the Catholic faithful to speak 
about political and social questions? 

4. What does the Church say about Catholic social teaching 
in the public square?
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Why does the Church teach about issues affecting 
public policy?
● “The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character of 

society is a requirement of our faith” (no. 9). 

● “The Church’s wisdom has always pointed to the presence of original sin in 
social conditions and in the structure of society” (Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas 
in Veritate, no. 34). 

● “. . .our faith helps us understand that the pursuit of a civilization of love must 
address our own failures and the ways in which these failures distort the 
broader ordering of the society in which we live” (no. 9).
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Pope Benedict XVI (encyclical Deus Caritas Est)

“. . .[the Church] cannot and 
must not remain on the 
sidelines in the fight for 
justice. . . charity must 
animate the entire lives of the 
lay faithful and therefore also 
their political activity, lived as 
‘social charity’” (nos. 28-29).
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Who in the Church should participate in political life?

● Responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral 
obligation (no. 13). 

● The obligation to participate in political life is rooted in our baptismal commitment 
to follow Jesus Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do (no. 13). 

● As citizens, we should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our 
attachment to a political party or interest group (no. 14). 

● [Our] participation should help transform the party to which we belong; we should 
not let the party transform us in such a way that we neglect or deny fundamental 
moral truths or approve intrinsically evil acts (no. 14).
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How does the Church help the Catholic faithful to speak about 
political and social questions? A well-formed conscience

● Catholics have a serious and lifelong obligation to form their consciences 
in accord with human reason and the teaching of the Church (no. 17). 

● Conscience is the voice of God resounding in the human heart, 
revealing the truth to us and calling us to do what is good while shunning 
what is evil (no. 17). 

● Conscience is NOT something that allows us to justify doing whatever we 
want, nor is it a mere “feeling” about what we should or should not do (no. 
17)..
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Elements of the Formation of Conscience
● A willingness and openness to seek the truth and what is right (no. 18) 

● Examine the facts and background information about various choices 
(no. 18) 

● MOST IMPORTANT: Prayerful reflection is essential to discern the will 
of God (no. 18) 

NOTE from the U.S. Bishops: Catholics must also understand that if they fail to 
form their consciences in the light of the truths of the faith and the moral 
teachings of the Church they can make erroneous judgments (no. 18).
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How does the Church help the Catholic faithful to speak about 
political and social questions? Develop the virtue of prudence

● Prudence enables us “to discern our true good in every circumstance 
and to choose the right means of achieving it” (CCC, no. 1806). 

● Prudence shapes and informs our ability to deliberate over available 
alternatives, to determine what is most fitting to a specific context, and 
to act decisively (no. 19). 

NOTE from the U.S. Bishops: . . .a good end does not justify an immoral 
means. . . build a more just and peaceful world through morally acceptable 
means, so that the weak and vulnerable are protected and human rights and 
dignity are defended (no. 20).
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How does the Church help the Catholic faithful to speak about 
political and social questions? Doing good and avoiding Evil

● There are some things we must never do, as individuals or as a 
society, because they are always incompatible with love of God and 
neighbor - these are called “intrinsically evil” actions (no. 22). 

○ “Intrinsically evil” actions - example, taking of innocent 
human life, as in abortion and euthanasia - must always be 
rejected and opposed and must never be supported or condoned 
(no. 22).
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How does the Church help the Catholic faithful to speak about 
political and social questions? Doing good and avoiding Evil

● Human cloning, destructive research on human embryos, and other acts 
that directly violate the sanctity and dignity of human life are also 
intrinsically evil. . . (no. 23). 

● Other direct assaults on innocent human life (e.g., genocide, torture, 
and the targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war). . . violations 
of human dignity (e.g., acts of racism, treating workers as mere means 
to an end, deliberately subjecting workers to subhuman living conditions, 
treating the poor as disposable, or redefining marriage to deny its 
essential meaning). . . can never be justified.

32



“[Each of us] has the right to 
life, to bodily integrity, and to 
the means which are suitable 
for the proper development of 
life; these are primarily food, 
clothing, shelter, rest, medical 
care, and, finally, the necessary 
social services” (Pacem in 
Terris, no. 11).
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How does the Church help the Catholic faithful to speak about 
political and social questions? Making moral choices

● Catholics must never abandon the moral requirement to seek full 
protection for all human life from the moment of conception until natural 
death (no. 32). 

● [The U.S. bishops] urge Catholics to listen carefully to the Church’s 
teachers when we apply Catholic social teaching to specific proposals 
and situations (no. 33). 

● The Church’s guidance on these [moral] matters is an essential resource 
for Catholics as they determine whether their own moral judgments are 
consistent with the Gospel and with Catholic teaching (no. 33).
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What does the Church say about Catholic social teaching in 
the public square?

Four Principles of Catholic 
Social Teaching 

1. The Dignity of the Human 
Person 

2. Subsidiarity 
3. The Common Good 
4. Solidarity
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Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching 

1. Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
2. Call to Family, Community, and Participation 
3. Rights and Responsibilities 
4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of 

Workers 
6. Solidarity 
7. Care for God's Creation



Pope Benedict XVI’s call to live “a Eucharistic form of life”

It is important to consider what the Synod Fathers described as eucharistic 
consistency, a quality which our lives are objectively called to embody. Worship 
pleasing to God can never be a purely private matter, without consequences 
for our relationships with others: it demands a public witness to our faith. 
Evidently, this is true for all the baptized, yet it is especially incumbent upon 
those who, by virtue of their social or political position, must make decisions 
regarding fundamental values, such as respect for human life, its defense from 
conception to natural death, the family built upon marriage between a man and a 
woman, the freedom to educate one’s children and the promotion of the common 
good in all its forms. . . (Sacramentum Caritatis, no. 83)
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VOTE!

“If we Catholics don’t involve 
ourselves in the political process, 
as messy as that often is, we 
permit Catholic social teaching to 
remain a set of harmless 
abstractions” (Bishop Robert 
Barron, 10/6/2020).
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Prayer Before Election (USCCB) (Part 1 of 2)

Lord God, as the election approaches, we seek to better understand the 
issues and concerns that confront our country, and how the Gospel 
compels us to respond as faithful citizens in our community. 

We ask for eyes that are free from blindness so that we might see each 
other as brothers and sisters, one and equal in dignity, especially those 
who are victims of abuse and violence, deceit and poverty. 

We ask for ears that will hear the cries of children unborn and those 
abandoned, Men and women oppressed because of race or creed, 
religion or gender.
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Prayer Before Election (USCCB) (Part 2 of 2)

We ask for minds and hearts that are open to hearing the voice of leaders 
who will bring us closer to your Kingdom. 

We pray for discernment so that we may choose leaders who hear your 
Word, live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth as they follow in 
the steps of Jesus and his Apostles and guide us to your Kingdom of 
justice and peace. 

We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ and through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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