
The Four Last 
Things
Death, Judgment, Heaven, & Hell



Death



Memento 
Mori 



“Death is the cessation of bodily functions of a 
human begin through the departure of the 
soul… Death is a punishment for sin. Death is 
also the end of human probation or testing of 
one’s loyalty to God. It ends all possibility of 
merit or demerit.”

- Modern Catholic Dictionary



Three 
Important 
things to 
know about 
death

1. Death is the end of earthly life

“That aspect of death leads urgency to our lives: 
remembering our mortality helps us to realize that 
we have only a limited in which to bring ourselves 
to fulfillment.” – CCC 1007

2. Death is a consequence of sin

“Death entered the world on account of man’s sin. 
Even though man’s nature is mortal, God had 
destined him not to die. Death was therefore 
contrary to the plans of God, the Creator, and 
entered the world as a consequence of sin.” - CCC 
1008

3. Death is transformed by Christ

“Jesus, the Son of God, also himself suffered the 
death that is part of the human condition. Yet, 
despite his anguish as he faced death, he accepted 
it in an act of complete and free submission to his 
Father’s will. The obedience of Jesus has thus 
transformed the curse of death into a blessing” –
CCC 1009



“If you were wise, you would so order your life 
as though you were to die before the day is 
over.” - The Imitation of Christ

“The word ‘death’ must not trouble us; the 
blessings that come from a safe journey 
should bring us joy. What is death but the 
burial of sin and the resurrection of 
goodness?” – St. Ambrose

“O death, where is thy victory? O death, 
where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin, 
and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” – 1 Cor. 15:55-57



Judgment



Particular Judgment

“At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our 
love”  - St. John of the Cross

“The eternal retribution received by each soul at the 
moment of death, in accordance with that person’s 
faith and works” CCC Glossary

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, 
according to what he has done in the body.” - 2 Cor. 
5:10



General Judgment

“So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 
will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly waiting for him.” – Heb. 9:28

“The Last Judgment will reveal even to its furthest 
consequences the good that each person has done or failed 
to do during his earthly life.” CCC 1039



Purgatory

“All who die in God's grace and 
friendship, but still imperfectly 
purified, are indeed assured of their 
eternal salvation; but after death they 
undergo purification, so as to achieve 
the holiness necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven.” – CCC 1030

“Aim for Heaven. Do not aim for 
Purgatory!” – Deacon Dan



Heaven



“Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the 
deepest human longings, the state of supreme, 
definitive happiness.” - CCC 1024

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man conceived, what God has prepared for those 
who love him.” - 1 Cor. 2:9

“If you are wise, then, know that you have been 
created for the glory of God and your own salvation. 
This is your goal; this is the center of your life; this is 
the treasure of your heart.” – St. Bellarmine



“The pleasant companionship of all the blessed in 
heaven will be a companionship replete with delight. 
For each one will possess all good things together 
with the blessed, because they will love one another 
as themselves, and will therefore rejoice in the 
happiness of others’ good as well as their own. 
Consequently, the joy and gladness of one will be as 
great as the joy of all.” - St. Thomas Aquinas



Hell



“We cannot be united with God unless we freely 
choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin 
gravely against him, against our neighbor or against 
ourselves… To die in mortal sin without repenting 
and accepting God’s merciful love means remaining 
separated from him forever by our own free choice. 
This state of definitive self-exclusion from 
communion with God and the blessed is called 
‘hell.’” - CCC 1033



The Four 
Principal 
Torments of 
Hell

1. Souls are deprived from seeing 
God. 

2. The worm of conscience – their 
conscience gnaws away at them 
constantly

3. The sight of the devil – they see 
the devil as he really is 

4. The torment of fire that burns 
without consuming



Deacon Dan’s “Stay Out of Hell” Plan

1. Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days of Obligation

2. Monthly confession

3. Daily Prayer Life

4. Fasting

5. Daily Act of Charity



Want to know more?

• CCC 1005 – 1060

• Formed.org
• The Last Things
• The Four Last Things – Fr. 

Mike Schmitz


