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Introduction

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a service of Scripture 
and song that dates to the late 19th century.  In this service, we 
listen to nine Scripture lessons which recount the Fall, the 
promise of a Messiah, the Incarnation, and the Great 
Commission to preach the Good News.  Each lesson is 
followed by a carol or other song that reflects on the lesson's 
message and a brief prayer (USCCB.org).
. . .
Opening Song: Once in Royal David's City 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdDeFgXXG-s 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdDeFgXXG-s


Opening Prayer
We gather here to recall the mystery of our  
redemption.

Though sin drew us away from GOD, he never 
stopped loving us.

The prophets told of the coming of a Messiah
who would initiate a reign of justice and peace.

This promise was fulfilled in the incarnation of 
JESUS CHRIST.

Let us now reflect with joy on this wondrous 
mystery.
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FIRST LESSON: The Fall (Genesis 3:15)

“The LORD God then called to the man and asked him: Where are you?”

Song: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhCyvXAdoLQ 4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhCyvXAdoLQ


SECOND LESSON: The LORD our justice (Jeremiah 23:5-8)

“See, days are coming - oracle 
of the LORD - when I will raise 
up a righteous branch for 
David. . . In his days Judah 
shall be saved. . .”

Song: Reges Terrae 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abJbxpfn7BA 

5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abJbxpfn7BA


THIRD LESSON: The root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1-10)

“But a shoot shall sprout from 
the stump of Jesse. . . and his 
delight shall be the fear of the 
LORD. . . Him the nations will 
seek out. . .”

Song: Creator of the Stars of Night 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IE7aqVs486U 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IE7aqVs486U


FOURTH LESSON: Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:1-6)

“For a child is born to us, a 
son is given to us. . . They 
name him Wonder-Counselor, 
God-Hero, Father-Forever, 
Prince of Peace.”

Song: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJjyY2R_Ick 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJjyY2R_Ick


FIFTH LESSON: The Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38)
Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the handmaid of 
the Lord. May it be 
done to me according 
to your word.”

Song: Ave Maria 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X
Ocxhz6Msnk 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOcxhz6Msnk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOcxhz6Msnk


SIXTH LESSON: The Nativity of the Lord (Luke 2:1-18)

“For today in the 
city of David a 
savior has been 
born for you who is 
Messiah and Lord.”

Song: Silent Night 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K
KcdKq9QeU8 9

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKcdKq9QeU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKcdKq9QeU8


SEVENTH LESSON: Magi from the East (Matthew 2:1-12)

“Where is the newborn king 
of the Jews? We saw his star 
at its rising and have come 
to do him homage.”

Song: We Three Kings 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ba_8jpmrGtA 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ba_8jpmrGtA


EIGHTH LESSON: The Incarnation (John 1:1-14)

“In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God.”

Song: Verbum Caro Factus Est 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uM4XsIFVvw 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uM4XsIFVvw


NINTH LESSON: The Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20)

“Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the holy Spirit. . .”

Song: Go Tell It on the Mountain 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55OfIDy4a2g 

12

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55OfIDy4a2g


Closing Song: Joy to the World https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlXe4_Mb1jM 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlXe4_Mb1jM

