
Friday of Fifth Week of Easter 
 

GIVING 
 

“You must accept your cross.  If you bear it courageously it will carry 

you to heaven.” - St. John Vianney 

 

ST. DISMUS 
 

All that is known of Dismas is that he is the Good Thief crucified 

with Christ on Calvary. The other thief is known as Gestas. “These 

two thieves were led away to be put to death with Jesus. One of the 

criminals who was hanging railed at Jesus, saying, ‘Are you not the 

Christ? Save yourself and us!’ When Dismas heard the blasphemy of 

the bad thief, Dismas responded: “We, indeed, are justly condemned to 

death on the cross: but this man has done no evil.” Dismas knew that 

he has earned his crucifixion and so acknowledges his wrongdoings. 

He had taken from others so many times but by Jesus acceptance of his 

cross is inspired to give rather than take. Dismas confessed his sins to 

Jesus and then proclaimed the innocence of Jesus. After hearing unjust 

condemnations by so many, Jesus hears the words from St. Dismus: 

“This man has done no evil.” Dismas then continues speaking with 

words that will resonate until the end of time: “Lord, remember me 

when you come into your kingdom.” Dismas’ profession of faith was a 

result of the Holy Spirit pouring His grace into the heart of the good 

thief.  Dismas’ words showed that he considered himself to be the 

redeemed servant of God. Even though he is aware that he has lived a 

terribly sinful life, Dismas is expressing a humble and total confidence 

in the mercy and love of God. Jesus knew about every sin that Dismas 

had ever committed. He knew about the sins that Dismas could 

remember, and He knew about the sins that Dismas had probably long 

forgotten. And Jesus responded in a way that only the King of Glory 

could respond, saying: “Amen, I say to you, this day you shall be with 

me in Paradise.” St. Dismas was a thief or someone who sought their 

security in stealing from others. When he was next to Jesus he saw an 

innocent man who was about to have his life stolen away from him by 

thieves. As a thief, Dismas could recognize well an act of theft. He 

became a giver in the way he gave glory to Jesus at this last moment. 

The virtue of liberality (generosity) helps us to realize how we have all 

probably stolen something from another during our lives and so been a 

thief. This virtue transforms us from takers into givers when we realize 

how God has only sought to take our insecurities and give us all the 

security that we need. Once we realize what God has given to us then 

we are filled with a desire of giving to others. Gift leads to gift. 

Generous people are secure in God’s love for them and can give to 

others out of this security. What are the gifts that God has given to you 

and how is God inviting you to give more to others?  

 
For your prayer 

St. Dismas might have heard John 15:12-17. Use your imagination as 

you read John 15:12-17. Reflect on Jesus gave you the greatest gift 

when He laid down his life for you out of love. Please reflect on how 

God is inviting you to lay down your life for others out of love. 
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