
Monday in Octave of Easter 
 

BELIEF 
 

“God always gives a greater blessing to humble beginnings than to 

those that start with a chiming of bells.” - St. Vincent de Paul  

 

ST PETER  
 

St. Peter once struggled with pride by believing too much in himself. 

However, he later became a model of humility in how he believed 

totally in God. Peter, who was also known as Simon Peter of Cephas, 

is the first Pope. He was ordained by Jesus in the "Rock of My 

Church" written in Matthew 16:17-18, which says, "Jesus replied, 

'Simon son of Jonah, you are a blessed man! Because it was no human 

agency that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say 

to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my community. And 

the gates of the underworld can never overpower it.'" Peter was 

recorded denying Jesus, which The Savior foretold during the Last 

Supper in Mark 14:18-31: "Peter said, 'Even if all fall away, I will not.' 

And Jesus said to him, 'In truth I tell you, this day, this very night, 

before the cock crows twice, you will have disowned me three times.' 

But he repeated still more earnestly, 'If I have to die with you, I will 

never disown you.' And they all said the same." Regardless of his 

claims, Peter did deny Christ three times.  

 

Jesus offered Peter three chances to be humble with the three 

confirmations of love. Peter was able to balance his three previous 

denials by saying, “Do you love me?' and said, 'Lord, you know 

everything; you know I love you.' Jesus said to him, 'Feed my sheep. 

Peter was chosen as the first pope because of his strong belief in who 

Jesus was. However, only after proclaiming his love for Jesus three 

times did he really begin to believe in Jesus love for him. Peter’s 

previous belief in himself led him to deny Jesus because he felt that he 

had to feed and tend others. After the Resurrection, Peter finally 

understood that if he believed enough in God then God would feed and 

tend him so he could do so for others. He finally accepted the truth 

about his identity that he so long had denied. 

We are humble when we believe that we can fall into sin if we only 

belief in ourselves. The grace of humility is that we are freed from a 

belief that we need to rely on ourselves. We instead grow in our 

identity in God and belief that God will never deny or fail us. Humility 

helps us to remember our true identity and counteracts the way pride 

caused us to forget our true identity. All of us believe some identity 

lies about ourselves and these identity lies lead us to sin. Someone 

who believes himself to be impure actually has a true identity of 

purity. If they live in their true identity then they will no longer be 

impure. How is God inviting you to believe in your true identity? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Peter would have taught Matthew 28:8-15. Use your imagination as 

you slowly read Matthew 28:8-15. Reflect on how Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary believed they were Beloved of God. Reflect on 

your true identity by believing you are a Beloved one of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


