
Monday of 2nd Week of Lent 
 

BELIEF 
 

“It usually happens that sentiments of pride precede the commission of 

grievous sins. Peter was not aware of his own weakness. He preferred 

himself before others; he trusted in himself as though he were 

incapable of sinning, boasting that no temptation would separate him 

from Jesus. He would not even believe the assurance of his Divine 

Master, that he would deny him thrice. Deceived by this vain 

confidence in his own strength, he neglects to pray, and to have 

recourse to God; and God, in His justice, permits him to fall, in 

punishment of his pride. There is nothing more dangerous than to 

confide in our own strength, and trust to feelings of fervor. We are full 

of malice, and capable of committing the most enormous crimes, 

unless God supports us." -Fr. Ignatius of the Side of Jesus 

 

ST PETER  
 

Peter, who was also known as Simon Peter of Cephas, is considered 

the first Pope. He was ordained by Jesus in the "Rock of My Church" 

written in Matthew 16:17-18, which says, "Jesus replied, 'Simon son 

of Jonah, you are a blessed man! Because it was no human agency that 

revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: 

You are Peter and on this rock I will build my community. And the 

gates of the underworld can never overpower it.'" Peter was recorded 

denying Jesus, which The Savior foretold during the Last Supper in 

Mark 14:18-31: "Peter said, 'Even if all fall away, I will not.' And 

Jesus said to him, 'In truth I tell you, this day, this very night, before 

the cock crows twice, you will have disowned me three times.' But he 

repeated still more earnestly, 'If I have to die with you, I will never 

disown you.' And they all said the same." Regardless of his claims, 

Peter did deny Christ three times.  

 

Jesus offered Peter three chances to follow Him and with the three 

confirmations of love, Peter was able to balance his three previous 

denials. John 21 says, ‘Peter was hurt that he asked him a third time, 

'Do you love me?' and said, 'Lord, you know everything; you know I 

love you.' Jesus said to him, 'Feed my sheep. Peter was chosen as the 

first pope because of his strong belief in who Jesus was. However, 

Peter also had strong beliefs in himself that he would never forsake 

Jesus. We need to be on guard against believing too much in our 

inability to fall rather than focusing on if we remain rooted in our 

identity in God we cannot fall. Whenever Peter focused on his belief in 

Christ as Son of God then he lived in his identity as a Beloved Son. 

However, when Peter focused on his belief of invincibility then he 

lived in a false identity as a betrayer. How have your beliefs helped 

you be to live as a Beloved of God or as a betrayer of God? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Peter would have heard Jesus speak Luke 6:36-38. Use your 

imagination as you slowly read Luke 6:36-38. Please reflect on how 

your beliefs might have led to judgments of others or self. Reflect on 

your true identity as a Beloved one of God who has received mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


