
Monday of Fifth Week of Easter 
 

TREASURE 
 

“Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take with you 

nothing that you have received - only what you have given: a full 

heart, enriched by honest service, love, sacrifice and courage.” 

- St. Francis of Assisi 

 

ST KATHARINE DREXEL 
 

St. Katharine Drexel is a model of the virtue of liberality although she 

once struggled with greed. The Drexels were financially and spiritually 

well endowed. They were devout in the practice of their faith, setting 

an excellent example of true Christian living for their three daughters. 

They not only prayed but practiced what the Church calls the spiritual 

and corporal works of mercy. Her family distributed food, clothing and 

provided rent assistance to those in need. When Katharine’s father 

passed away, he donated part of his $15.5 million estate to a few 

charities and then left the remainder to be equally split amongst his 

three daughters. Up until this point Katharine had placed her security 

in wealth but after her father’s death she no longer worried about 

having security in wealth. She decided she would give herself and her 

inheritance to God through service to both Native Americans and 

African Americans. Katharine came to realize that the greatest treasure 

was serving God and finding one’s security in God. This is why she 

not only donated all her earthly treasure but her very life to God’s will. 

On February 12, 1891, Katharine made her first vows as a religious 

and dedicated herself to working for the American Indians and 

African-Americans in the Western United States. Taking the name 

Mother Katharine, she established a religious congregation called the 

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, whose members would work for the 

betterment of those they were called to serve. She was courageous and 

took the initiative to address social inequality within minorities. She 

believed all should have access to a quality education and her selfless 

service, including the donation of her material treasures, helped many 

reach that goal. She also helped people realize their spiritual treasures. 

 

The virtue of liberality involves a freedom from attachment to physical 

wealth. Generous people realize that the greatest treasure is God and 

service to God’s will. They desire to dedicate all of their material 

treasures to that goal. Another great treasure Christ left us is the 

Eucharist and this is why St. Katharine gave up her physical treasure 

to promote devotion to the spiritual treasure of the Eucharist. We find 

security in the Eucharist when we realize that God will never leave us. 

What are the physical treasures that God is inviting you to part with so 

that you can find your security in the treasure of the Eucharist? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Katharine would have prayed with Acts 14:5-8. Use your 

imagination as you read Acts 14:5-8. Please reflect on how Paul and 

Barnabas gave up earthly treasures and so were able to share spiritual 

treasures with others. Reflect on what are the spiritual treasures that 

God has given to you and how God wishes you to share them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


