
Sunday of Second Week of Easter 
 

KINDNESS 
 

“We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and 

homeless. The poverty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for is 

the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy this 

kind of poverty through kindness.” - St. Teresa of Calcutta 

 

ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

St. Mary Magdalene is someone known for her kindness after her 

conversion but struggled greatly with envy before her conversion. 

Mary Magdalene has long been regarded as a prostitute or sexually 

immoral in western Christianity. Her envy led her to sin because of the 

status and possessions she acquired through her immoral life. Jesus 

cast seven demons out of her when he met her. After this, she told 

several women she associated with and these women also became 

followers. It is believed that Mary Magdalene is the same unnamed 

women, a sinner, who weeps and washes Jesus' feet with her hair in 

the Gospel of John. She was certainly a sinner whom Jesus showed 

great mercy and kindness to. Mary Magdalene then followed Jesus and 

showed great kindness to him and all she met. The virtue of kindness 

gave her strength to follow Jesus into situations few others did.  

 

Mary likely watched the crucifixion from a distance along with the 

other women who followed Christ during His ministry. Mary was 

present when Christ rose from the dead, visiting his tomb to anoint his 

body only to find the stone rolled away and Christ, very much alive, 

sitting at the place they laid Him. She was the first witness to His 

resurrection. It is no accident that the sinner whom Jesus showed such 

great kindness to was the first one to come visit him after he had been 

buried. This pattern of kindness continued later in her life with how 

she desired to visit the sick and deceased. After the death of Christ, she 

was allegedly put into a boat by Jews who were envious of her, along 

with several other saints of the early Church, and set adrift without 

sails or oars. Mary Magdalene showed great kindness to those with her 

and sacrificed to make sure others were provided for. 

The virtue of kindness counteracts the deadly sin of envy. When we 

practice kindness then we choose to celebrate the status and possession 

of others rather than desiring the status or possession of others. 

Kindness is the virtue that says it is wonderful you got that new 

promotion or new piece of clothing but I am content with what I have. 

St. Mary Magdalene was once motivated by envy because of how she 

wanted to have the status of a woman who men desired. This led her to 

becoming a prostitute. In our modern society we often want to be 

someone else. Kindness is the virtue that celebrates the true identity 

that God has given to us.  How have you struggled to be kind to others 

whose status or possession you wanted rather than celebrating them? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Mary Magdalene would have heard John 20:19-31. Use your 

imagination as you read John 20:19-31. Please reflect on how Thomas 

struggled to receive Jesus kindness because of his doubts. Reflect on 

how God wishes to be kind to you through his Divine Mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 


