
Sunday of Fifth Week of Easter 
 

LIBERALITY (GENEROSITY) 
 

“We must be full reservoirs in order to let out water spill out without 

becoming empty, and we must possess the spirit with which we want 

them to be animated, for no one can give what he does not have.” – St. 

Vincent DePaul 

 

ST THOMAS BECKETT 
 

St. Thomas Beckett became a model of generosity but once 

struggled with greed. At the age of 36 while Thomas was 

archdeacon of Canterbury, he was made chancellor of England by 

his friend King Henry II. As chancellor of England under Henry II, 

Thomas Becket became obscenely wealthy. His wardrobe was 

larger and more expensive than the king's. He even had his own 

private navy. In spite of all his wealth, Becket was cold-hearted and 

never gave anything to the poor. Even though he had the capability 

to be generous to others, he chose not to be. When King Henry felt 

it advantageous to make his chancellor, Thomas, the archbishop of 

Canterbury, Thomas gave him fair warning: he might not accept all 

of Henry's intrusions into Church affairs. Nevertheless, in 1162, he 

was made Archbishop, and resigned his chancellorship. 

 

After Thomas was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury, he 

reformed his whole way of life. He gave away all his possessions 

and welcomed the poor at his table. St. Thomas became known as a 

model of generosity. He also became a champion of the 

independence of the Church. Thomas rejected the constitutions of 

King Henry and fled to France for safety and remained in exile for 

seven years. When he returned to England, he suspected it would 

mean certain death. Thomas refused to remit censures he had 

placed upon bishops favored by the King and was killed by some 

of King Henry’s knights because of this. While Thomas had 

become generous with his wealth, his ultimate generosity came in 

how he was willing to be generous with his very life.  

The virtue of liberality or generosity counteracts the deadly sin of 

greed. The deadly sin of greed’s false God is security apart from God 

so liberality is the remedy to ungodly security. When we are generous 

then we choose to realize that God is our security and desires to 

provide for our every need. Generosity says I will not grasp onto 

anxiety about my security because I trust in God and know God is my 

security. How is God inviting you to let go off ways that you can be 

anxious about your security through the virtue of liberality? 

 

For your prayer 
St. Thomas Becket would have prayed with Acts 6:1-7. Use 

your imagination as you slowly read Acts 6:1-7. Please reflect 

on how the early Christian community was generous in 

providing for the needs of all members of the community. 

Reflect on how God is inviting you to be more generous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


