
Thursday of 2nd Week of Easter 
 

CELEBRATE 
 

“Spread love everywhere you go: first of all in your own house. Give 

love to your children, to your wife or husband, to a next door neighbor. 

. . Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be 

the living expression of God’s kindness; kindness in your face, 

kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile, kindness in your warm 

greeting.” - St. Teresa of Calcutta 
 

ST BENEDICT 
 

St. Benedict lived the virtue of kindness in his later life but at one time 

struggled with envy. In the fifth century, the young Benedict was sent 

to Rome to finish his education with a nurse/housekeeper. There he 

started to struggle with wanting the possessions of others due to the 

influence of his classmates. The subject that dominated a young man's 

study then was rhetoric or the art of persuasive speaking. A successful 

speaker was not one who celebrated others but was the most 

convincing in getting the possessions they wanted. The power of the 

voice without celebrating others was the goal of the student's 

education. Benedict’s classmates had much wealth and used it on 

possessions since they wanted to celebrate their accomplishments 

rather than the blessings of others. Benedict’s conversion came as he 

watched in horror as envy unraveled the lives and ethics of his friends. 

Afraid for his soul, Benedict gave up his possessions and eventually 

became a hermit in the mountains of Subiaco where he learned to 

celebrate the gifts of others.  

 

At Monte Cassino, St. Benedict founded the monastery that became 

the roots of the Church's monastic system. Instead of founding small 

separate communities he gathered his disciples into one whole 

community. They made a commitment to leave behind any personal 

possessions and only share possessions in a communal sense. This 

communal life involved celebrating the gifts and possessions of others 

to such a degree that everything became the communities. All were 

equally provided for since all chose to share what they had and 

celebrated the gift of one another. 

The virtue of kindness involves celebrating the possessions of others 

so one does not desire their possessions. The celebration connected to 

kindness is also related to being grateful for what one has been given. 

This celebration keeps one focused on the other in a good sense. It 

allows joy to reign in our hearts because we are joy filled at what the 

other has been given. Kindness allows our identity to remain rooted in 

peace and joy for what we have been given rather than losing peace at 

always wanting what another has. How can you do a better job 

celebrating what others have been given rather than being jealous of 

their possessions? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Benedict would have prayed with Acts 5:27-33. Use your 

imagination as you slowly read Acts 5:27-33. Please reflect on how the 

disciples celebrated what God had done for them by preaching the 

Gospel. Reflect on how God is inviting you to celebrate the 

possessions of others and so share the Good News of the Gospel with 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 


