
Thursday of Third Week of Easter 
 

QUIETLY 
 

“We should not bear it with bad grace if the answer to our prayer is 

long delayed. Rather, let us, because of this, show great patience and 

resignation. For He delays for this reason: that we may offer Him a 

fitting occasion of honoring us through His divine providence.” - St. 

John Chrysostom 

 

ST BERNADETTE SOUBIROUS  
 

St. Bernadette is considered a model of patience in how she quietly 

persevered even when people doubted and persecuted her. On 

Thursday, February 11, 1858, fourteen-year-old Bernadette was sent 

with her younger sister and a friend to gather firewood, when a very 

beautiful lady appeared to her above a rose bush in a grotto called 

Massabielle (Tuta de Massavielha). The woman wore blue and white 

and smiled at Bernadette before making the sign of the cross with a 

rosary of ivory and gold. Bernadette fell to her knees, took out her own 

rosary and quietly began to pray. Though her sister and friend claimed 

they were unable to see her, Bernadette knew what she saw was real. 

When Bernadette began to visit the grotto, her parents were 

embarrassed and attempted to stop her, but Bernadette quietly 

persisted. On February 25, Bernadette had a vision that told her "to 

drink of the water of the spring, to wash in it and to eat the herb that 

grew there" as an act of penance. The next day, the grotto's muddy 

waters had been cleared and fresh clear water flowed. Though many 

townspeople believed she had indeed been seeing the Holy Virgin, 

Bernadette's story created a division in her town. Many believed she 

was telling the truth, while others believed she had a mental illness and 

demanded she be put in a mental asylum. Bernadette quietly 

persevered in patience. Church authorities and the French government 

rigorously interviewed the girl, and by 1862 they confirmed she spoke 

truth. People admired the way she patiently and quietly suffered 

especially with tuberculosis. St. Bernadette waiting patiently for the 

answer to her prayers and always resigned herself to quietly doing 

God’s will even when it seemed like God delayed in answering her. 

The virtue of patience seeks to quietly wait on God and others without 

complaining even when they delay. It can be hard to be patient and 

wait but even harder to quietly wait. How many of us might end up 

waiting for someone but complain about it to the person we were 

waiting for. The virtue of patience finds its fulfillment not just in 

waiting but in quietly waiting. As we learn to quietly wait our pace 

slows down to such a degree that we hear God in the silence. Many 

will say that they hear God more clearly on silent retreats than at other 

moments of their lives. How is God inviting you to quietly wait? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Bernadette would have prayed with Acts 8:26-40. Use your 

imagination as you slowly read Acts 8:26-40. Please reflect on how the 

Ethiopian Eunuch was quietly waiting for someone to explain scripture 

to him. Reflect on how God desires to teach you how to quietly wait 

for God even when it seems like God delays in answering your words.   
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