
Tuesday in Octave of Easter 
 

PRAISE 
 

“We should let God be the One to praise us and not praise ourselves. 

For God detests those who commend themselves. Let others applaud 

our good deeds.” - Pope St. Clement I 

 

ST HUBERT  
 

St. Hubert was someone who once struggled with pride by trying to be 

better than others to get worth. He eventually became very humble by 

realizing he did not need to be better than others to receive God’s 

praise. As a youth, Hubert was strong and believed he was better than 

others. Since battles were fought with the bow and arrow, he soon 

learned the archer's art. Hubert was better than almost everyone with 

the bow and distinguished himself among the other courtiers. His 

prowess with the bow earned him a lot of praise based on his ability. 

At the age of 26, Hubert married Floribonne, the daughter of the Count 

of Louvain. She made Hubert conscious of his duties to God and 

Church. By her example, he began to see that he did not need to be 

better than others to receive God’s praise. 

 

After a little more than a year of marriage and the birth of a son, his 

wife took ill and soon died. Hubert was filled with great melancholy 

and soon forgot his promise to be a faithful son of the Church. On 

Good Friday, Hubert rode out of the castle, alone, with bow and arrow 

to try and lose his sorrow by being better than others again. After more 

than an hour, a stately stag with antlers high came toward him. Hubert 

prepared for the kill, but then saw a radiant crucifix between the 

antlers. A voice broke through the solemn silence and told Hubert to 

turn his life over to God and that he would be praised for his 

faithfulness to God and not his abilities. Hubert dismounted, knelt on 

the ground, and followed the Lord's command. He became a priest and 

later a bishop. He preached eloquently, and converted thousands, often 

attracting them by his expertise with the bow and arrow. Then he 

would teach them that God praised him for his faithfulness and not his 

ability. Many grew in their faithfulness to God through this witness.   

It can be easy for us to try and be better than others. We are taught that 

those who finish first have first place worth and those finishing last 

have last place worth. Humility is realizing that we do not have to be 

better than others in order to merit God’s praise. St. Hubert always 

wanted to be better than others to have more worth. We need to learn 

that our worth comes from our relationship with God rather than our 

accomplishments. God praises our faithfulness in following God rather 

than our accomplishments in following our own will. How can you be 

more faithful to God and so come to hear God’s praise for you? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Hubert would have prayed with Acts 2:36-41. Use your 

imagination as you slowly read Acts 2:36-41. Please reflect on how 

Peter did not think himself better than the Jews and how Peter was 

praised for his faithfulness in preaching the Gospel. Reflect on how 

Jesus praises you when you live in your true identities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


