
Tuesday of 2nd Week of Easter 
 

SMILE 
 

“Miss no single opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by a 

smiling look, there by a kindly words; always doing the smallest right 

and doing it all for love” - St. Therese of Lisieux 
 

ST MARGARET OF CORTONA 
 

St. Margaret was a saint who became known for the kindness of her 

smile but at one time frowned at her own situation in life. Her father 

was a small farmer and her mother died when she was seven years old. 

Her stepmother had little care for her high spirited daughter. Margaret 

hated her situation and envied others who seemed to be in a better 

situation then her. She always seemed to frown when considering her 

situation in life rather than smiling. Envy motivated Margaret to elope 

with a youth from Montepulciano and bore him a son out of wedlock. 

After nine years, her lover was murdered without warning. Margaret 

left Montpulciano and returned as a penitent to her father's house. 

When her father refused to accept her and her son, she went to the 

Friars Minor at Cortona where she received asylum.  

 

One Sunday she returned to Loviana with a cord around her neck. At 

Mass, she asked pardon for her past scandal. She attempted to mutilate 

her face and so permanently scar her smile, but was restrained 

by Friar Giunta. This was a conversion moment for Margaret where 

she no longer envied the situation of others but started to be content 

with her own situation. She could see God smiling upon her in her 

situation and was able to help others to learn to smile in their own life 

situations. Margaret earned a living by nursing sick ladies. Later she 

gave this up to serve the sick poor without recompense, subsisting only 

on alms. Eventually, she joined the Third Order of St. Francis, and her 

son also joined the Franciscans a few years later. Margaret advanced 

rapidly in prayer and was granted a charter allowing her to work for 

the sick poor on a permanent basis. Some in Cortona turned on 

Margaret, even accusing her of illicit relations with Friar Giunta. All 

the while, Margaret continued to smile at her circumstances and 

smiled in kindness upon those who persecuted her unjustly.  

The virtue of kindness involves smiling at whatever situation we find 

ourselves in our lives rather than frowning with envy. Kind people 

never desire the situation of another because of the joy they have at 

their own situation. God smiles at people who are kind because of the 

joy they bring him. Kind people are some of the most joyful because 

of how at peace they are with their circumstances in life. Even when 

people bring hardship through their lack of kindness, a kind person 

will still have kind words for their persecutors. How have you frowned 

at your circumstances in life rather than smiling and living in the joy 

of the situation God has given you? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Margaret would have prayed with Mark 16:15-20. Use your 

imagination as you slowly read Mark 16:15-20. Please reflect on how 

Jesus smiled at his disciples as He Ascended. Reflect on how a smile 

can improve our situation and the situation of all those whom we meet. 
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