
Tuesday of 4th Week of Lent 
 

SITUATION 
 

“Through the envy of the devil, death entered into the world; and also 

through envy we kill our neighbor; by dint of malice, of falsehood, we 

make him lose his reputation, his place. . . . Good Christians, my 

children, do not do so; they envy no one; they love their neighbor; they 

rejoice at the good that happens to him, and they weep with him if any 

misfortune comes upon him. How happy should we be if we were 

good Christians.”- Saint John Vianney 
 

ST MARGARET OF CORTONA 
 

St. Margaret’s father was a small farmer and her mother died when she 

was seven years old. Her stepmother had little care for her high 

spirited daughter. Margaret hated her situation and envied others who 

seemed to be in a better situation then her. This envy motivated 

Margaret to elope with a youth from Montepulciano and bore him a 

son out of wedlock. After nine years, her lover was murdered without 

warning. Margaret left Montpulciano and returned as a penitent to her 

father's house. When her father refused to accept her and her son, she 

went to the Friars Minor at Cortona where she received asylum. 

One Sunday she returned to Loviana with a cord around her neck. At 

Mass, she asked pardon for her past scandal. She attempted to mutilate 

her face, but was restrained by Friar Giunta. This was a conversion 

moment for Margaret where she no longer envied the situation of 

others but started to be content with her own situation. Margaret 

earned a living by nursing sick ladies. Later she gave this up to serve 

the sick poor without recompense, subsisting only on alms. Eventually, 

she joined the Third Order of St. Francis, and her son also joined the 

Franciscans a few years later. Margaret advanced rapidly in prayer and 

was granted a charter allowing her to work for the sick poor on a 

permanent basis. Margaret formed her group into tertiaries, and later 

they were given special status as a congregation which was called The 

Poverelle ("Poor Ones"). Some in Cortona turned on Margaret, even 

accusing her of illicit relations with Friar Giunta. All the while, 

Margaret continued to preach against envy and many, through her, 

returned to the sacraments.  

The deadly sin of envy involves wanting the situation of another 

person because we are not content with our own life situation. We 

associate the situation of another person with joy and if we were in 

their situation then we could be joyful. The problem is pursuing 

another’s situation will lead us deeper into sin and farther from the 

situation that will bring us true joy. St. Margaret eloped to improve her 

situation but only ended up with more misery and rejection than 

before. When she accepted the situation of being poor she found the 

joy she had so envied in others. How have you envied the situation of 

others and been ungrateful for the life you have been given? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Margaret would have prayed with John 5:1-16. Use your 

imagination as you slowly read John 5:1-16. Please reflect on how 

Jesus improved the situation of the ill man. Reflect on Jesus wants to 

improve your situation in life if you let him rather than going to envy. 
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