
Tuesday of Fifth Week of Easter 
 

TIME 
 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” - St. Ignatius de Loyola 

 

ST GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA 
 

St. Gianna Beretta Molla became a model of liberality (generosity) 

especially in how she gave of her time. She was an Italian pediatrician 

born in Magenta in the Kingdom of Italy on October 4, 1922. She 

grew up viewing the time of life we have as our greatest gift from 

God. As a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, Gianna applied 

her faith in an apostolic service for the elderly and needy by giving of 

her time. Gianna considered the field of medicine to be her mission, 

and treated it as such. She chose the vocation of marriage with Pietro 

Molla and considered it a gift to give of her time to a family. The 

Molla’s had children and Giana handled motherhood with grace and 

was able to give of her time to the family and in service. In 1961, 

Gianna became pregnant with her fourth child and the doctors found 

that she was carrying both a baby and a tumor. After examination, the 

doctors gave her three choices: an abortion, which would save her life 

and allow her to continue to have children, but take the life of the child 

she carried; a complete hysterectomy, which would preserve her life, 

but take the unborn child's life, and prevent further pregnancy; or 

removal of only the fibroma, with the potential of further 

complications, which could save the life of her baby. Wanting to 

preserve her child's life, Gianna opted for the removal of only the 

fibroma. She was willing to give the time remaining of her life to save 

the life of her child and give the child time in this world. Gianna 

pleaded with the surgeons to save her child's life over her own. A few 

days before the baby was to be born, Gianna prayed the Lord take any 

pain away from the child. She recognized she may lose her life during 

delivery, but she was ready. Gianna was quite clear about her wishes, 

expressing to her family, "If you must decide between me and the 

child, do not hesitate: choose the child. I insist on it. Save the baby." 

She is a model of generosity in giving the gift of time because she 

ended up dying so that her baby would live.  

The virtue of liberality (generosity) reminds us that one of the most 

precious gifts we have is our time. We can sometimes become greedy 

by trying to keep our time just to ourselves. A generous person desires 

to give of their time to others. The virtue of liberality also reminds us 

to give of our time to God. It is not virtuous to spend so much time 

helping others that we neglect our prayer time. Part of being generous 

with time is realizing we can only keep being generous with our time 

if we take time to rest with God in prayer. How is God inviting you to 

be more generous in the way you share your time with others? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Gianna prayed with Acts 14:19-28. Use your imagination as you 

read Acts 14:19-28. Please reflect on how St. Paul was willing to give 

his time to spread the Gospel but also willing to give his very time on 

earth to God in martyrdom. Reflect on how God is inviting you to give 

of your time in prayer with God and spreading the Gospel to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


