
Wednesday of Fifth Week of Easter 
 

TALENT 
 

“Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time and always 

start with the person nearest you.” - St. Teresa of Calcutta 
 

ST GENEVIEVE 
 

St. Genevieve is a model of the virtue of liberality (generosity). She 

was a peasant girl who was born around 422 in Nanterre, France. 

When Genevieve was only seven-years-old, St. Germanus, Bishop of 

Auxerre visited Nanterre on his way to Britain. The young Genevieve 

stood amid a crowd which had gathered around the man of God who 

singled her out and foretold her future sanctity. At her request, the holy 

Bishop led her to a church, accompanied by all the faithful, and 

consecrated her to God as a virgin. The next day, Germanus asked 

Genevieve if she had remembered the promise she made to God. She 

did and proclaimed she would always fulfill it faithfully. He presented 

her with a cross engraved brass medal to always wear around her neck, 

as a reminder of the consecration she made of herself to God. From 

that moment she shared her talents with others and began to preach the 

Gospel. When she was only 15-years-old, she met with the Bishop of 

Paris and asked to become a nun. From this moment, she also began 

praying continuously and fasting, eating only twice a week, as a sign 

of her complete dedication to the Lord. The signs of the working of the 

Holy Spirit accompanying this holy young woman included miracles 

and spiritually inspired predictions. She frequently had visions of 

heavenly angels and saints. Her generous use of these talents given by 

God helped many to grow closer to God. However, when she shared 

those visions and experiences of the Lord, some called her a hypocrite 

and accused her of being a false visionary. In fact, they were 

determined to drown her in a lake of fire. However, the Bishop 

Germanus intervened and silenced those who were accusing her of 

false statements. Genevieve was appointed by the Bishop to look after 

the welfare of the consecrated virgins. She did so faithfully and helped 

to lead them into a greater degree of holiness as they grew closer to the 

Lord Jesus. Even though some had not appreciated her talents she 

chose to continue sharing them with others regardless of the reaction. 

The virtue of liberality (generosity) inspires us to realize that God has 

given us talents and that we are called to share these talents with 

others. Generous people are not afraid to share their talents with others 

and are given the grace to continue sharing their talents even when 

some reject these talents. God has given each of us unique gifts to help 

others and solve the problems of the world. However, many choose 

not to share these talents with others and to use the talents for selfish 

gain. If more people chose to generously give of their talents then our 

world would be transformed. How have you hidden your talents from 

others out of fear of rejection or because you doubted you had talents? 

 

For your prayer 

St. Genevieve prayed with Acts 15:1-6. Use your imagination as you 

read Acts 15:1-6. Please reflect on how Saints Paul and Barnanabas 

used the talents God had given them to spread the Gospel. Reflect on 

how God is inviting you to use your talents in spreading the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


