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Opening Prayer
Merciful God, hear our fervent prayer for all who suffer from the 

coronavirus. May those who are infected receive the proper 

treatment and the comfort of your healing presence. May their 

caregivers, families and neighbors be shielded from the onslaught of 

the virus. Give solace to those who grieve the loss of loved ones. 

Protect and guide those who strive to find a cure, that their work 

may conquer the disease and restore communities to wholeness and 

health. Help us to rise above fear. We ask all this through the 

intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes, and in the name of your Son, 

Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Tonight’s Agenda
 Why Did I Pick This Topic

 Humanity’s Universal Desire for God

 Ways of Coming to Know God

 Creation

 Reason

 Revelation

 Experiences of the Desire for God

 Attributes of God

 We Owe God a Response
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Why Did I Pick This Topic

The Ochoa Clan 
(circa a few years ago)

St. Albert the Great RCIA 2019/20



Sources:  Holy Scripture + Magisterium
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Fides et Ratio
Opening Statement

Faith and reason are like two wings on which 

the human spirit rises to the contemplation of 

truth; and God has placed in the human heart a 

desire to know the truth—in a word, to know 

himself — so that, by knowing and loving God, 

men and women may also come to the fullness 

of truth about themselves. 
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Holy Longings Expressed in Scripture
 Exodus 33:18

 “Then Moses said, “Please let me see your glory!” 

 Ps 27:8

 “Come,” says my heart, “seek his face”; your face, LORD, do I seek!  Do not hide your 
face from me; do not repel your servant in anger. 

 Ps 63:2

 “O God, you are my God — it is you I seek!  

 Jn 14:8 

 “Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.”

 1 Jn 3:2

 “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We 
do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”
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Humanity’s Universal Desire for God

The desire for God is written in the human heart, because 

man is created by God and for God; and God never ceases 

to draw man to himself. Only in God will he find the truth 

and happiness he never stops searching for. (CCC 27)

"Our holy mother, the Church, holds and teaches that 

God, the first principle and last end of all things, can be 

known with certainty from the created world by the 

natural light of human reason."  (CCC36)
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Ways of Coming to Know God

CREATION REASON

REVELATION

FAITH
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All Creation Has Meaning

A Meaningful World
by Benjamin Wiker & Jonathan Witt (2006)

This books central claim is simply 
stated:  the universe is meaning-full.

Counters Friedrich Nietzsche’s nihilism which 
says: “we must recognize untruth as a condition of 
life.” and the universe is merely a “meaningless 
cosmic canvas”



Ways of Coming to Know God

CREATION REASON

REVELATION

FAITH
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St. Paul tells us that Knowledge of God  is 
Possible by Reason Alone (Rom 1:19-22)

“For what can be known about God is evident to them, 

because God made it evident to them. 

Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of 

eternal power and divinity have been able to be understood 

and perceived in what he has made. As a result, they have no 

excuse; 

for although they knew God they did not accord him glory as 

God or give him thanks. Instead, they became vain in their 

reasoning, and their senseless minds were darkened. “
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“When a man’s will is ready to believe, he 

loves the truth he believes, he thinks out and 

takes to heart whatever reasons he can find 

in support thereof.” 

“I desire to understand your truth a little; that 

truth that my heart believes and loves. For I do 

not seek to understand so that I may believe; 

but I believe so that I may understand.

For I believe this also, that ‘unless I believe, I 

shall not understand’”
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“But we desire to have knowledge and learning 

of what we accept by faith.” 

“We seek him in order to find him, and we seek 

him again after having found him. For finding him 

requires seeking him, because he is hidden; and 

after having found him, we must seek him again 

for he is immense.”

“The last proceeding of reason is to recognize 

that there is an infinity of things which are 

beyond it. But if natural things are beyond it, 

what must be said of supernatural?” …reason is 

not sufficient by itself: it must make recourse to 

faith to have the final explanation of reality. 
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God’s Revelation of Himself

"It pleased God, in his goodness and wisdom, to reveal 

himself and to make known the mystery of his will. His 

will was that men should have access to the Father, through 

Christ, the Word made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus 

become sharers in the divine nature.“ (Dei Verbum 2)
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The Trinitarian Reality

“No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is 

at the Father’s side, has revealed him.”  John 1:18
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God’s Revelation of Himself – Summarized (CCC 68-73)

 By love, God has revealed himself and given himself to man. He has thus provided the 

definitive, superabundant answer to the questions that man asks himself about the 

meaning and purpose of his life.

 God has revealed himself to man by gradually communicating his own mystery in deeds 

and in words.

 Beyond the witness to himself that God gives in created things, he manifested himself to 

our first parents, spoke to them and, after the fall, promised them salvation (cf. Gen 3:15) 

and offered them his covenant.

 God made an everlasting covenant with Noah and with all living beings (cf. Gen 9:16). It 

will remain in force as long as the world lasts.

 God chose Abraham and made a covenant with him and his descendants. By the covenant 

God formed his people and revealed his law to them through Moses. Through the 

prophets, he prepared them to accept the salvation destined for all humanity.

 God has revealed himself fully by sending his own Son, in whom he has established his 

covenant for ever. The Son is his Father's definitive Word; so there will be no further 

Revelation after him. 22
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“Holy Longings” or Desires That 
Reveal God’s Call to Us

1. Incompletion

2. Common Longings

3. Uncommon Longings

4. Moments of Clarity

5. Desire for Holiness

6. Vulnerability During Suffering

7. A Desire to Follow
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Attributes of God

God is One

God is Eternal

God is Almighty

God is Holy and Good

God is Truth

God is Love
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We Owe a Response to God

 Put God ahead of all things and all others

 Know, love and serve God and thereby gain eternal life in 
Heaven

 Express our gratitude to God daily

 Trust God in all aspects of our lives

 Acknowledge the dignity of each human person made in 
His image and likeness from conception until natural death

 Love our Neighbor as ourselves

 Be good stewards of His creation
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Conclusion
You are great, O Lord, and greatly to be praised: great is your power 

and your wisdom is without measure. 

And man, so small a part of your creation, wants to praise you: this 

man, though clothed with mortality and bearing the evidence of sin 

and the proof that you withstand the proud. 

Despite everything, man, though but a small a part of your creation, 

wants to praise you. 

You yourself encourage him to delight in your praise, for you have 

made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.

St. Augustine of Hippo

Confessions 659-661

28



Deacon David Ochoa
July 28, 2020

St. Albert the Great Parish

Catholic Teaching by the Deacons

The Human Quest for God

29


