
St. Albert the Great
A Saint of Heaven and Earth



The Teacher 
of St. Thomas 
Aquinas
"This dumb ox will fill the world with 
his bellowing."



The many titles of St. Albert the Great 
(not just the teacher of St. Thomas Aquinas!)

• Teacher

• Scientist

• Philosopher

• Dominican

• Priest

• Provincial

• Bishop

• Preacher

• Negotiator

• Theologian

• Peacemaker

• Crusader

• Naturalist

• Scholar



Early Life

• 1200 - Albert of Lauingen is born in Germany.

• Family was low nobility

• Albert had at least one younger brother 
and maybe a sister

• Not much is known about Albert‘s early life

• He did study philosophy for a while at the 
University of Padua (Italy)



St. Albert’s 
Marian vision
While at the University of Padua



St. Albert the Dominican

• While at the University of Padua. Albert 
was drawn to the Dominican order.

• He joined the Dominican order in 1223 
and was ordained a priest around 1233. 

• Albert continued his studies at Padua and 
later went to Bologna and Germany. 

• In 1233, Albert is appointed a lector of 
theology at Cologne, Germany.

• In 1244, Albert obtains a doctorate in 
theology at the University of Paris.



Saint Albert the Scientist

• St. Albert wrote extensively on nature

• He wrote books about plants, animals, minerals, and more

• He studied the anatomy and habits of animals

• Some of St. Albert’s scientific achievements:

• He isolated arsenic as a chemical element

• He gave the first description of the spinach plant in western 
civilization

• He developed the theory of protective coloration on animals

• He determined the Milky Way is a huge assemblage of stars

• He predicted land masses at the earth’s poles and a large land mass 
to the west of Europe

• He determined, by mathematical formulae, that the earth was 
spherical.



Faith and Reason

• Although a great scientist in his day, St. Albert 
always understood science to be a means to 
understand God through His creation. 

• "I shall not conceal a science that was before 
me revealed by the grace of God; I shall not 
keep it to myself, for being afraid of attracting 
its curse. What worth is a concealed science; 
what worth is a hidden treasure? The science 
I have learned without fiction I transmit with 
no regret. “ - St. Albert the Great

• Science helps us understand God’s creation 
but it cannot provide meaning. Faith is 
required for that.

• All that is really true is joined in harmony.



Saint Albert the Philosopher

• Prior to 1231, the works of Aristotle were banned by Rome due 
to incorrect translations of Jewish and Arabic scholars. 

• This was lifted in 1231 by Pope Gregory IX when the translation 
were corrected. 

• St. Albert became a master of Aristotle’s work and provided 
commentary on every stanza of all of Aristotle’s writing available. 

• St. Albert would be the first to incorporate Aristotle’s philosophy 
into Christian philosophy. 

• This would later be advanced by the works of St. Thomas 
Aquinas such as the Summa Theologiae



Teacher and Preacher

• St. Albert was well known in his day as a master 
teacher. 

• Many reports of his lectures being standing 
room only

• Lector at a number of locations including 
Cologne and the University of Paris. 

• It would be at Paris that St. Albert would 
have his most famous student. 

• He would also give a lecture on the Gospel of St. 
John to Pope Alexander IV and the curia. 

• St. Albert was also a master preacher with the 
prudent ability to tailor his homilies to the 
congregation. 



St. Albert the Provincial 
and Bishop

• In 1254, St. Albert was elected as Dominican 
Provincial of the massive province of Germany. 

• He would strictly re-enforce the order’s 
original ideas of humility and poverty.

• He would be relieved of this duty after only 
three years so that he could continue his 
academic and theological pursuits.  

• In 1260, Pope Alexander IV ordained St. Albert 
as Bishop of Ratisbon.

• The diocese of Ratisbon was in bad shape –
in debt and with lax moral clergy.

• St. Albert would be Bishop for only two 
years, just long enough for him to get the 
diocese in order. 

• “Booted Bishop”



St. Albert the Crusader and 
Peacemaker

• St. Albert never joined the Crusades, but he preached for 
the cause at the request of Pope Urban IV.

• St. Albert was a master negotiator and was known 
throughout western Europe as a fair mediator for political 
and academic disputes. 

• Noblemen, bishops and even the pope would call upon 
him to resolve conflicts.

• St. Thomas Aquinas's own teachings would come under 
attack and it was St. Albert himself who successfully 
defended the Angelic Doctor’s works.



End of Life

• St. Albert the Great lived to be about 80 years 
old.

• True to Mary’s words, St. Albert lost his 
memory a few years before his death. 

• From then on, he lived a recluse life of prayer.

• St. Albert the Great passed away on November 
15, 1280.





The Long Road to 
Canonization

• St. Albert’s tomb quickly drew pilgrims and 
there are reports of many miracles 
attributed to the great saint. 

• Official sainthood would elude him though 
for 651 years.

• He would finally be declared a saint and a 
Universal Doctor of the Church on December 
16, 1931 by Pope Pius XI.

• Feast Day – November 15th

• In 1941, St. Albert was declared the patron 
saint of natural scientists. 



St. Albert the Humble and 
Loving Saint

"The virtue of humility consists in keeping oneself within 
one's own bounds, not reaching out to things above one, but 
submitting to one's superior“

• St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Gentiles

“It is by the path of love, which is charity, that God draws 
near to man, and man to God. But where charity is not 
found, God cannot dwell. If then, we possess charity, we 
possess God, for ‘God is Charity.’”

• St. Albert the Great



Prayer Composed by St. Albert the Great

Be Thou Blessed, O Humanity of my Saviour, Which was united to the Divinity in the womb of a Virgin 
Mother! 

Be Thou Blessed, O sublime and eternal Divinity, Who was pleased to come down to us under the veil of our 
flesh! 

Be Thou for ever Blessed Who, by the power of the Holy Ghost, didst unite Thyself to virginal flesh! 

I salute you also, O Mary, in whom the fulness of the Divinity dwelt! 

I salute you in whom the fulness of the Holy Ghost dwelt! 

May the most pure Humanity of the Son be equally Blessed, Which, consecrated by the Father, was born of you! 

I salute thee, O unspotted virginity, now raised above all the choirs of Angels. 

Rejoice, O Queen of Heaven, who didst merit to become the temple of the spotless Humanity of Christ! 

Rejoice, and be glad, O Virgin of virgins, whose pure flesh united the Divinity with the Sacred Humanity!

Rejoice, and be glad, O Spouse of the holy Patriarchs, who was deemed worthy to nourish and suckle at thy 
breast the Sacred Humanity. 

I salute thee, ever blessed and fruitful virginity, which didst merit to obtain the fruit of life and the joys of eternal 
salvation. Amen.


