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Opening Prayer

Dear brothers and sisters, forty days have passed 
since we celebrated the joyful feast of the Nativity 
of the Lord. Today is the blessed day when Jesus 
was presented in the Temple by Mary and Joseph. 
Outwardly he was fulfilling the Law, but in reality, 
he was coming to meet his believing people. 
Prompted by the Holy Spirit, Simeon and Anna 
came to the Temple. Enlightened by the same 
Spirit, they recognized the Lord and confessed him 
with exultation. So, let us also, gathered together 
by the Holy Spirit, proceed to the house of God to 
encounter Christ. There we shall find him and 
recognize him in the breaking of the bread, until he 
comes again, revealed in glory. Amen.
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Agenda
• Meaning of the Feast of the Presentation

• Reflection: God Goes to His Church

• History of the Feast of the Presentation

• How Celebrated Around the World

• Breaking Open the Feast Mass Readings

• Three Mysteries – Three Prayers

• Closing Thoughts
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Meaning of the Feast of 
the Presentation of the 
Lord

• Combined feast commemorating

• The Jewish practice of the purification of 
the mother after childbirth, AND

• The presentation of the child Jesus in the 
Temple

• Names for this feast

• Feast of the Purification of Mary

• Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

• Feast of Candlemas

• Feast of Encounter (Hypapánte in Greek) 
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Reflection:  God 
Goes to Church
• Kaleidoscope with different views:

• Presentation of the Lord

• Purification of Mary

• Feast of the Encounter

• Candlemas

• Jesus is the Temple

• For Jesus claims the temple is his 
own body: “Jesus answered and 
said to them, ‘Destroy this temple 
and in three days I will raise it up.’ 
But he was speaking about the 
temple of his body.” 
(John 2:19, 21)
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History of the Feast

• Celebrated since at least the 4th century AD in 
Jerusalem. 

• Bishops Methodius of Patara (died 312)

• Cyril of Jerusalem (died 360)

• Gregory the Theologian (died 389)

• Amphilochius of Iconium (died 394)

• Gregory of Nyssa (died 400)

• John Chrysostom (died 407)
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Diary of Egeria 
(Fourth Century)

The Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. “But certainly, the 
Feast of the Purification is celebrated here with the greatest 
honor. On this day there is a procession to the Anastasis (the 
Church of the Resurrection); all go in procession, and all things 
are done in order with great joy, just as at Easter. All the priests 
preach, and also the bishop, always treating of that passage of 
the Gospel where, on the fortieth day, Joseph and Mary brought 
the Lord into the Temple, and Simeon and Anna the prophetess, 
the daughter of Phanuel, saw Him, and of the words which they 
said when they saw the Lord, and of the offerings which the 
parents presented. And when all things have been celebrated in 
order as is customary, the sacrament is administered, and so the 
people are dismissed.”
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Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord
Around the World

• France and Belgium (crêpes) 

• Mexico 
(rosca de reyes, niño dios, tamales)

• Peru
(Fiesta de la Candelaria’)

• United States
(Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life)
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Agenda
• Meaning of the Feast of the Presentation

• Reflection: God Goes to His Church

• History of the Feast of the Presentation

• How Celebrated Around the World

• Breaking Open the Feast Mass Readings

• Three Mysteries – Three Prayers

• Closing Thoughts
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Feast of the Presentation of the Lord: 
First Reading
Malachi 3:1-4

Thus, says the Lord GOD:
Lo, I am sending my messenger

to prepare the way before me;
And suddenly there will come to the temple

the LORD whom you seek,
And the messenger of the covenant whom you 
desire.

Yes, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.
But who will endure the day of his coming?

And who can stand when he appears?
For he is like the refiner’s fire,

or like the fuller’s lye.
He will sit refining and purifying silver,

and he will purify the sons of Levi,
Refining them like gold or like silver

that they may offer due sacrifice to the LORD.
Then the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem

will please the LORD,
as in the days of old, as in years gone by.
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Feast of the Presentation of the Lord: 
Second Reading
Hebrews 2:14-18

Since the children share in blood and flesh,
Jesus likewise shared in them,
that through death he might destroy the one
who has the power of death, that is, the Devil,
and free those who through fear of death
had been subject to slavery all their life.
Surely, he did not help angels
but rather the descendants of Abraham;
therefore, he had to become like his brothers 
and sisters in every way,
that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest before God
to expiate the sins of the people.
Because he himself was tested through what 
he suffered,
he is able to help those who are being tested.
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Feast of the 
Presentation 
of the Lord: 
Gospel
Luke 2: 22-40

When the days were completed for their 
purification
according to the law of Moses,
Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord,
just as it is written in the law of the Lord,
Every male that opens the womb shall be 
consecrated to the Lord,
and to offer the sacrifice of
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the 
Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon.
This man was righteous and devout,
awaiting the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he should not see death
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.
He came in the Spirit into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus
to perform the custom of the law in regard to 
him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, 
saying: with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him. “Now, 
Master, you may let your servant go

in peace, according to your word,
for my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you prepared in the sight of all the 
peoples:

a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother were amazed 
at what was said about him;
and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
his mother,
“Behold, this child is destined
for the fall and rise of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be contradicted
-and you yourself a sword will pierce-
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed.”
There was also a prophetess, Anna,
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher.
She was advanced in years,
having lived seven years with her husband 
after her marriage,
and then as a widow until she was eighty-
four.
She never left the temple,
but worshiped night and day with fasting and 
prayer.
And coming forward at that very time,
she gave thanks to God and spoke about the 
child
to all who were awaiting the redemption of 
Jerusalem.

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions
of the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town 
of Nazareth.
The child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him. 12



Agenda
• Meaning of the Feast of the Presentation

• Reflection: God Goes to His Church

• History of the Feast of the Presentation

• How Celebrated Around the World

• Breaking Open the Feast Mass Readings

• Three Mysteries – Three Prayers

• Closing Thoughts
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First Mystery 
Jesus submits himself to 
religious laws

PRAYER:  Dear Lord, you despise no human 
life, because you see every person as they 
truly are: unique reflections of infinite beauty. 
You died for every person. Your love has no 
exceptions. Help me to follow your example. 
Help me to open my heart to all people, to 
not play favorites, and to love as you love, 
because that’s what you made me for. Lord, 
teach me to Love.
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Second Mystery 
Joseph and Mary Offer their 
Son to God 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, as an infant You were 
brought to the temple by Your parents out of 
religious duty. Help all parents to take their 
duties to God seriously, to instill their faith into 
the next generation by their words and by their 
actions so that the faith will be handed on where 
the faith is first learned—in the family and in the 
home.
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Third Mystery 
The Holy Family Meets 
Simeon and Anna

Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, you not only 
became man, but also became a member of a 
normal, humble, working-class family. Mary, Queen 
of heaven and earth, you lived your incomparably 
holy life as a wife and mother in a poor family. 
Joseph, patron of the universal Church and greatest 
of all Patriarchs, you worked hard just to keep 
enough bread on the table, and to teach your son 
your craft. Dear Lord, teach us to know that your 
Kingdom is within us; that we can find you in the 
midst of our normal occupations, where you want to 
be with us as our friend. We may be ordinary people, 
but by letting you into our lives enable us to do 
extraordinary things. 
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Closing Thoughts
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Saturday, February 
27

Saturday, March 
20



Start Your Consecration 
to St. Joseph on February 
15th to Conclude on St. 
Joseph’s Feast Day on 
March 19th
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Contact Deacon David at 
deacondavidochoa@saintalbert.org or 
Deacon Phuc at deaconphuc@saintalbert.org 
to receive more informtation
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