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Encounter and Communion 
 

“We are urged to move quickly beyond the intimate scene of Jesus’ birth toward 

the more challenging vision of his baptism. In short, we are asked to move in the 

direction of life itself: from concern for intimacy to concern for community. A 

Christian parish becomes its best self when it accepts the challenge of community.” 

Nathan Mitchell, Professor Emeritus, University of Notre Dame 

Welcome to the third edition of the Liturgical Newsletter for Saint Albert the Great. 

Merry Christmas! Yes, we are still celebrating the Christmas Season! (See the column 

A Sense of the Season for a reflection about Christmas Time.)  As Nathan Mitchell 

points out, we do move quickly in the Christmas season from celebrating the Nativity 

of Our Lord to observing Jesus’ baptism.  The challenge of 2020 was how to keep the 

ties of community, not only alive, but thriving. The Liturgy Committee, under the 

guidance of Fr. John Kim, has sought many ways to make the parish of St. Albert the 

Great “its best self.” We have continued to implement the Narthex Renewal Project 

with the goal of “noble simplicity” and a welcoming spirit. (See the column 

Questions about the Mass for more information about the new Marian images.) Faith 

Communities have been formed that meet on Zoom to pray together, and to share 

their love for the Liturgy. The last Saturday of this month, January 30th, is the 2nd 

Annual Liturgical Convocation. The theme this year is Longing for the Light. Our 

hope is that the convocation will continue to bring us together as community, and to 

help us become the light we are all longing for.  (See the article below for how to sign 

up and for more information on the convocation.) Hope to encounter you there! 
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                                    Calling All Liturgical Ministers  

      Saint Albert the Great 2nd Annual Liturgical Convocation                                         

 

We are calling all Liturgical Ministers to attend the St. Albert the Great Second Annual 

Liturgical Convocation on Saturday, January 30 from 9:00 AM until Noon. You may attend 

in-person or by virtual livestream (same as Livestream Mass).  

You must register online to be able to attend. Click this LINK to register. 

When registering, choose In-Person or Livestream attendance, and English or Spanish 

language. In person attendance is limited to the first 100 people who register.  

The day will start in the Parish Activity Center with praying the Luminous Mysteries of the 

Rosary and a Blessing of Candles brought from home (Candlemas occurs on February 2nd). 

We will then watch a short 15-minute video (with Spanish subtitles). English and Spanish 

liturgical ministers will then break into groups in the PAC and in the Church for discussion. 

This will be followed by a Keynote Speaker presentation, also livestreamed on separate 

channels with chat participation for those on livestream. Beverly Collin, former Director of 

the Spiritual Direction Institute of the Diocese of Austin, will present the Keynote speech for 

the English-speaking liturgical ministers.  

This will be a fun and rewarding day in which we hope to bring light into our lives of faith, so 

that we can be light for others. “As one candle is lit from the flame of another, so is faith 

kindled by faith” – Fr. Romano Guardini 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AA4AA2FA7F49-stalbert
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    Liturgical Ministry Faith Communities are meeting! 

Join Now! 

Purpose:  Building on a common love for liturgy, Faith Communities 
meet on Zoom to strengthen each other, to grow in and to share their 
faith, and to stay connected with other liturgical members of Saint 
Albert the Great through prayer, encounter, and formation. 
Conversation starters for discussion comes from this newsletter- the 
Formed videos, questions about the Mass, and the reflections on the 
season. 
Join a Faith Community:  Hospitality, Lectors and Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion 

Go to: Sign up Genius  

 

                                           Faith Formation 

https://watch.formed.org/the-elements-of-the-catholic-mass  

Episode 3 – The Role of the Parishioner 

Questions for Discussion: 
1. What prayers of the Mass remind you of 

the Christian’s status as exiles? 

2. How can we become more aware in our 

daily lives of the importance of longing 

for heaven? 

3. Reflect on John 17:9-19. How can we 

be “present in this world and yet not at 

home in it”? 

This column, Faith Formation, is included in the Saint Albert the Great Liturgical Newsletter 

every month. The purpose is two-fold. First, the content of the video and the questions can 

be used during the Liturgical Ministry Faith Communities meeting for discussion as a group. 

Second, an individual minister by watching the video and considering the questions can 

deepen their own understanding of the liturgy and its impact on their life.  

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AA4AA2FA7F49-liturgical
https://watch.formed.org/the-elements-of-the-catholic-mass
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                                Year of the Domestic Church  

                           Under the Patronage of St. Joseph                                              
 

Prayer for the Diocese of Austin Year of the Domestic 

Church under the Patronage of St. Joseph: 

O God, creator of all, you ordered the earth to 

bring forth life and crowned its goodness by 

creating the human family.  In history's moment 

when all was ready, you sent your Son to dwell 

in time, "practicing the virtues of family life and 

in the bonds of charity." Teach us the sanctity 

of human love; show us the value of the Domestic Church; and help 

us to live in peace with all people, that we may share in your life 

forever. With the intercession of St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal 

Church, we ask this through Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

On Sunday, December 27, 2020, on the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph Bishop Joe inaugurated the Year of the Domestic Church in the Diocese of 

Austin, under the patronage of St. Joseph. “No matter whether your household is a 

home of one person or a family of many, we are all called to bear witness to and share 

the Gospel with our families and within our households.” The domestic church is a place 

where the faith is lived in our everyday lives. It is the primary place where we practice 

coming to intimately love others. It is the place where we begin to learn how to live out 

our universal call to holiness. It is in the context of the family that we first learn who God 

is and how He is asking us to serve Him. Every month there will be a different theme 

that will help us to grow in wisdom and holiness. January’s theme is Vocations. God 

calls us through Baptism and Confirmation to serve Him in a specific way of life. We can 

follow God's call as a single person, married person, ordained priest or a vowed 

religious. It is important to first determine which way of life God is calling you to. This 

process of determining God's call is known as discernment. One of the resources from 

the Diocese suggests making Faith Collages. Everyone uses images (from magazines, 

internet, newspapers, etc.) to create their own collage that represents their faith and 

relationship with God. This collage is one way of exploring vocations. Take time to 

share these works of art with one another and then discuss how God is calling you to 

live out your faith.  
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            Questions About the Mass  

Do Catholics worship Mary?  

The answer is: no Catholics do not worship Mary. Showing honor is a natural human 

response to the goodness, even the greatness, of another human being. We honor the 

founders and other leaders of our country from throughout history. We name cities 

after them, name streets and bridges after them. We write books about them, make 

statues of them to erect in public places. We paint pictures of them to display in 

schools and government buildings. We speak reverently and gratefully of them on 

patriotic holidays. We do similar things for great scientists, great leaders of social 

movements, great artists and musicians. Why? Because it is a matter of justice to 

recognize their gifts and contributions to us. Justice means giving to each his due, and 

we recognize that we owe much to these great human beings, and we want to say so 

in different ways. In all these ways, we are venerating these great men and women — 

we are giving them honor. Since ancient times, the Catholic Church has recognized 

the infinite difference between veneration, and adoration and worship. Adoration is 

the act of giving ourselves to God as the One to whom we owe everything, an act of 

absolute submission to Him. He alone, then, is to be adored, to be worshiped. 

Veneration, on the other hand, is a much lesser thing: the paying of appropriate 

honor to a creature of God who deserves such honor. When we venerate the saints 

and Mary, then, we are not worshipping and adoring them as if they are the source of 

our existence. We are giving them the honor that is due to them.  The Blessed Virgin 

Mary is given the highest honor and devotion based on her being both the Mother of 

Jesus and the Mother of the Church. Devotion to Mary is ultimately devotion to her 

Son and to God. Because of the intimate connection between Mary and Jesus, 

veneration of Mary is implicitly worship of her Son. Devotion to Mary deepens our 

relationship with Jesus as members of his Body, strengthens our identity as sons and 

daughters of God, and encourages us to live as faithful disciples and to make God’s 

reign present in our world today.  

The U. S. Bishop’s in their document Popular Devotional Practices: Basic Questions 

and Answers states that “the church transforms the culture, leaving an imprint on 

culture. At the same time, however, the culture becomes absorbed and integrated 
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into the life of the Church.” The document goes on to say, “popular devotions carry 

the faith a step deeper into the everyday life of a particular culture.” Given the 

variety and multiplicity of 

cultures that have been brought 

into the Catholic Church in 

America, and especially at St. 

Albert the Great, images of Mary 

should reflect that inculturation. 

One of the goals of the Narthex 

Renewal Project was achieved 

through the display original 

works of art of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary that speak to the many 

cultures within the community at 

St. Albert the Great. 

 

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary                   (Top)  The Grand Duke’s Madonna -              (Bottom) Our Lady of Czestochowa-          

of Manaoag -Philippines                                                     Italy                                                                                  Poland 

 

 

 

Mother Mary and Jesus Flight                                Mother Thrice Admirable Queen and                          Our Lady of La Vang –                                    

to Egypt – Nigeria                                                    Victress of Schoenstatt -Germany                                  Vietnam 
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                 A Sense of the Season 
The liturgical season of Christmas begins with the Vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and 

concludes on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which is celebrated this year on 

January 10th. During this season, we celebrate the birth of Christ into our world and 

into our hearts and reflect on the gift of salvation that is born with him…including 

the fact that he was born to die for us. This deep mystery of the Incarnation is worthy 

of extended reflection. Even after the carols have stopped playing on the radio, the 

commercial decorations have been taken down, and the “after-Christmas” sales have 

begun, the Christmas season includes a number of observances that invite us to a 
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deeper reflection on the meaning of Christ’s birth. The icon, Theophany of the Lord, 

depicts manifestations that are included in the Christmas Season. The word 

theophany means “Revelation of God.” At 

first glance, the image appears to speak only 

of the final day of the Christmas Season, The 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. But on closer 

examination the Nativity of the Lord comes 

into focus. The mountain crags in the distance 

symbolize the cave at Bethlehem where He 

was born. One of the four figures is The 

Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Our Lord. 

The celebration of Epiphany can be seen in 

the blue star that hovers above Jesus just as it 

came to rest over the manger. The other three 

figures can be viewed as the Kings bearing 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh hidden 

within the folds of their garments. The ax, 

entangled in the branches of the tree, reminds 

us that our lives must bear fruit or be 

chopped down. The tree is also a foreshadowing of the wood of the cross. There is a 

connection between birth and death. If we are to come and adore him in the manger, 

we must be willing to follow him to the point of death on the cross. Ultimately, then, 

Christmas time reminds us of our call as Christians in the world. The way that we 

celebrate the season marks us as different from those who observe a pleasant holiday, 

a day for giving gifts and gathering with loved ones. We do those things too, but we 

do so with the knowledge that the newborn Christ whom we are celebrating 

eventually suffered and died to save all of creation. On the Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord, we receive one final Christmas message from the second reading (1 John 5:1-9). 

Our Savior is “the one who came through water and blood.” It then continues: 

“Whoever is begotten by God conquers the world. And the victory that conquers the 

world is our faith. Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God?” The Christmas season is a time for us to remember that 

if we believe in the Son of God, we too will ultimately share in his triumph over 

death. 


